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against the Austrian yoke, headed by Charles Albert, King
of Sardinia. But the peninsula was not yet
ripe for liberty; the insurgents in the various
regions were full of local patriotism, and many
of them dreamed of nothing but restoring the old republics of
the Middle Ages. They failed to give each other loyal aid,
and were betrayed by their princes, who saw that Italian liberty
would mean Italian unity and their own expulsion. The pope
and King of Naples contrived to paralyze the armies of
Southern Italy, and the Sardinians, who were left almost unaided,
proved not strong enough to expel the Austrians. After two
campaigns, Charles Albert was crushed and compelled to
abdicate (March, 1849); while the gallant but useless defence
of Venice and Rome by local patriots, who had declared in
favour of republicanism, had no effect on the general current
of the war, and only served to prolong Its miseries. With
the fall of Rome (July, 1849) the struggle ended: the
City of the Popes fell, not before the Austrians, but before a
French force sent out by Louis Napoleon to
" restore order " in the Papal States. Thus the ment crushed
nominal French republic showed its real character by the
by dealing the coup de gr&ce to the republicans of
the sister country. A Bonaparte could not be a true lover of
liberty.

The  triumph of the Austrians in Italy seems most extra-
ordinary, when we remember that they were at the same time
oppressed by a democratic rising in Vienna and a
great national rebellion in Hungary. The insurgents Austria and
of the capital were put down after a severe struggle Hungary
(October, 1848); but the Hungarians, under the
dictator Kossuth, made   head against  the imperial armies,
inflicted several defeats on them, and drove them back into
Austria.   Thereupon the Czar Nicholas of Russia, fearing that
Poland would follow Hungary's* example, poured his armies
across the Carpathians to the aid of the young Emperor Francis